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We . Preach'd before | 

'T he Gentlemen Educated. 
at Merchant-Taylors SchooL &c. 


Mm 


St Matthew. Chap. the ! th, V. 16. 
the latter part of the verſe, 
That they may ſee your good Works, 
and glorify your Father which 13 in 
Heaven. | 


N the former part of this Verſe, .we find our Bleſ- 
1 ſed Saviour exhorting his Diſciples, and in them 
all other Chriſtians whatſoever, to an unblame- 
able, holy and* exemplary converſation. Let your 
light, ſaith he, that is, the light or knowledge of the 
Goſpel - which is in you , ſo ſhime, or ſhew. forth 
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life, before, or in the fight of men, that they may ſee 
your good works , not only works of charity, as 
ſome too narrowly expound it, but all ſorts of good 
works whatſoever, and beby them excited tw glorify 


your Father which is in Heavens 
ther, Firſt, that men may be hereby invited to res 


goodnebs, | amongſt men ;. or iecondly, thay. ti 
may hereby be provoked to reform and amend ny 
their lives : Uzbelievers, to come over the true belief 
and. wicked Believers ta the true practice of Chriftia- 
nity : and both by ſo doing to glority God, in 


doing his will. by beaving'much fruit, by! ferving 
him with their bodes and {pirus, which are his. 


And both theſe ſenſes, I make do doubt, waw 
inteuded' m theſe words; but I ſhall infft uport the 
lager only tn. my faflowwmag diſcourſe-;: the whole 
defign and buſineſs of which ſhall be, to make good 
and apply this uſeful propoſition , which, F tfrink, 
may very naturally be inferr'd from the words of 


That, the unblameable, holy, and: | 
of Chriſtians are a very likely means, both, 
of bringing over. Uzbelzevers,, and converting, 
wicked: ſcevers, to a true and. ſtedfaſt belief 

and praQice of the Chriſtian Religion. - 

= at 


. * 3tfalf, in all the graces and virtues of a true Chriſtian 


By which phrafe two things may be meant ; ej- 
joyce in, and give thanks and praiſs to God, for = 


tor theſe 'viſible and glorious effects of his grace and 


that way which of all others he moſt approves, by . 


my Lext, viz. 4 


ry. hves- 
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That this is. true, as to Uvsbelievers, might be 
ſufficiently prov'd from conſidering : That the holy 
Scriptures do recommend to Chriſtians this method 
of converting Unbelievers, which, it is moſt certain, 
th:y would not do, were it not fit and proper for 
this end. Thus we find St. Peter 1 Ep.3. C+ v. 1, 2. ex- 
horting the Believing Wife, to win over the Urbe- 
leving Husband to the faith, by her chaſt converſation. 
That. God, eſpecially having appointed this means 
for the attainment of.this end, will, no doubt, in 
an extraordinary manner ſanfify it by his grace, 
and make it effeCtual to it: And laſtly, That it is plain 
from experience, that the growth of Chriſtianity 
has been always very much owing to this cauſe : 
there having been multitudes of Uzbetievers, as all 

 Ecclefiaſtical Writers aſſure us, won over to the faith. 
of Chriſt, by the incomparable Pzety, Charity, and So- 
briety of the firſt Chriſtians. | - 


But, becauſe men are generally defirous to ſee the 
reaſons of things, how they come to paſs, and by what 
natural power each cauſe produceth its effect, 1 
1 ſhall endeavour, as - briefly and clearly as I can, to 
manifeſt this, as to the point in hand, by theſe fol- 
lowing Conſiderations : ſome of which will ſhow, 

how the holy and exemplary lives of Chriſtians 
| contribute towards the converfion of QOnbelievers , 
more remotely, and by diſtant conſequence ; others, 
more direQly and immediately. And 


Firſt, Let it be conſider'd; that the holy and ex- 
emplary lives of Chriſtians will naturally _—_— 
Þ | | 
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the eycs and thoughts of QOnbelievers, and, by 
o doing, probably engage them m ſome ſerj- 
ous refletions upon the Chriſtian Religion , the 
effeas of which they ſhall plainly perceive to be fo 
glorious and wonderful. Whatſoever 1s extraor- 


dinary and ſurprizing men are naturally apt to-gaze 
at and admire, and to enquire into the cauſes 


and original of ; and conſequently, the lives of Chri- 
ſtians, which, when led according to the Rules of- 


their Religion, are very extraordinary, and vaſtly 
beyond any thing that was in the world before, will 
be very likely to provoke men to a curious obſer- 
vation and examination of them, as alſo of the 
grounds and principles from which they proceed. 
Theſe burning and ſhining lights, cannot fail at leaſt of 
ſtartling and awakening ſuch as were before iz dark- 
veſs, and in the ſhadow of death : Theſe blefled fruits 
of the ſpirit cannot fail of perſwading men at leaſt to 
taſt and ſee how good the Lord is, and when we have 
once brought them ſo far as to taſt, there 1s very little 
fear of their not liking. 


Secondly, The holy and exemplary lives of Chri- 
{tians will be a ſure means of recommending them to 
the favour and eſteem, love and friendſhip of Urbe- 
lievers : and conſequently a ſure means of gaining op- 
portunities of converling familarly with them, in- 
imaating truth into them, and- making 'them wil- 
ling and calie to receive it- For there is no man 
.(ler him be of what profeſſion or denomination he 
w1ll ) that doth not admire Juſtice and honeſt deal- 
ing, ſincerity and veracity, kimdneſs and Charity, 
&c. whereſoever he finds them ; and therefore 


t 


here can be no . doubt but good Chriſtians, who 


pI 
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muſt needs be, in a conipicuous manner, eminene 
for the practice of theſe and all other virtanes, will 
foon become the darlings of all mankind.; obtamn a 
mighty Intereſt wm their opinions and affetions, ane 
then, by conſequence, a mighty power, botly of 
teading them mto, and confirming them in, the know- 
ledge of Chriſt. Juſt as it was in thecaſe of Joby the 
Baptiſt, who, having firſt approv'd himſelt to the 
world, by the extraordinary fandtiry and feverity 
of his lite, there rmmediately went out bo: hens Jernſa- 


lem and all fudea, and all the region round abont Jor- © 
_ dan, and gladly heard his Dodrme, and were forth- 


with Baptzz'& of hine. 
Thirdly, The holy and exemplary lives of Chri- 


ftians, if ever they come to debate the principles of 


their Religion with Unbelievers, wilt give a mighty 
weight and advantage to all their Arguments, by 
taking away all jealoufies and ſuſpicions of trickiſh- 
neſs, and infincerity in then», whercas our expe- 
rience affures us, that, let men argue never fo well 
in behalf of Religion, yer if their Arguments are 
not back'd by their lives, they are feldom, ſcarce 
ever, facceſsful. And the reaton of this is plain: 
becauſe the Arguments of ſuch men are always fuf- 
peed , and, they themſelves. being manifeſt Hyps- 
crites, their Arguments generally paſs for ſuch-too. 


Fourthly, The holy and exemplary lives of Chri- 


ftians will ſo powerfully repreſent to Unbelievers 


the reaſonableneſs and excellency of the Chriſtar 
Religion, as well as the nſcfulneſs and advantage 
of it, towards the prefent and future happineſs 
and well-being of mankind, that they cannot gr 
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of engaging their affe&tions towards it, and not 
only ſtrongly incline them to examine into the 
grounds of it, but even prejudice, aud prepoſſeſs them 
in-favor of it, and make them wiſh and . deſire that 
it may be true , -by ſhewing them how-much it is 
for their Intereſt that it ſhonld be .ſo. Thus, for 
Inſtance, : 


When they ſhall - ſee its precepts all exemplity'd 
in the lives of its Diſciples: how capable they 


are of being prafis'd, notwithſtanding all the ſeem-. 


ing difficulties in the Theory, and how much 
they tend to exalt and ennoble human nature, when 
pratisd, by drawing 'it off from the carnal and 
ſenſual, to-the rational and ſpiritual lite ; they will 
be. conſtrain'd to acknowledge it a reaſonable, con- 
ſtrain'd to wiſh it a Divine Service. 


Again,when by comparing the lives ofChriſtzars with 
thoſe of other men, they ſhall plainly ſee how much 
they do ſurpaſs them,in prety towards OS and 
Charity towards men,and in aRegular and well ordered 
Government of themſelves, their luſts and paſſions 


(and this they would ſoon ſee, if Chriſtians were but - 


careful to dire& their lives according to their Rule) 
they muſt needs own, that they have a more excel- 
lent Rule of Life to walk by, than other men, and 
earneſtly deſire, that this were to be the ſtanding Rule 
to all Mankind. | 


Once more, when they ſhall obſerve, from ſenſible 
and living proofs, how much the Laws of Chriſtia- 
nity duly put in exccution, tend to preſerve the 
Peace, order, and beauty of the Univerſe, and the. 

| Par- 
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rticular happmeſs, and well-being of every mems- 
r of it ; How. contented and uſeful it makes every 
man in his own Station : how reſpe&ful and obedi-* 
ent to his Superiors, how humble, kind and helpful | 
to his inferiours, how juſt and beneficent to all ; how 
utterly it eradicates from the minds of men every 
Root of bitterneſs,which may make them uneaſy either 
to themſelves or others, and how plentifully it in- 
ſpires them with all thoſe Gracesand Virtues, which 
may ſerve to promote their own, and their Neigh- 
bours happineſs ; bur, above all, with what” ſure 
'and glorious hopes it fills them of a bleſſed immorta- 
lity, in proſpe& of which, they are able to triumph 
over all the miſeries and troubles of this preſent Life, 
and defy all. manner of dangers that may threaten 
them, nay even Death -itfelf : When, I fay, they 
ſhall experimentally and fenfibly find the conducive- 
neſs of the Chrijizan Religion, towards theſe admirable 
and deſirable ends ; how can it be conceiv'd, that 
they ſhould not ſtraitway fall in Love with it, 
and eagerly deſire to employ themſelves in exami- 
ning thoſe Reaſons, and readily give thoſe Ar- 
guments their full weight , which ſerve to con- 
firm them in the. truth of it. And this will put 
them into an excellent Temper and Diſpoſition for 
receiving 


Laſtly, That evidence which the Holy Lives of 
Chriſtians carry in them, of the zruth and Divinity of 
the Chriſtian Religion, and -this is very ſtrong and 
powerful. For 


Firſt, 


N 
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Firſt, It is-moſt highly probable, that that Religion, 
which ſo much tends to raiſe men up into a confor- 
mity, and likeneſs to God, and, as St Peter expreſſeth 
it, to make them partakers of the Divine Nature, as it 
is plain from the Holy Lives of Chriſtians , 
the Chriſtian Religion doth, had that God for 
its Author, to whonr it is ſo very like. Were there 
any thing in the lives of Chriſtians, led according to 
the Rules of their Religion, either unlike to, or un- 


» worthy of, God, this would be a ſufficient argument 


againſt the Divinity of it; for God certainly can do 
nothing, either unlike to, or urworthy of, himſelf. 
But ſince every line and feature of a true Chriſtian 
is exatly anſwerable and agreeable to all our pureſt 
and moſt refin'd notions of God, it ſeems highly un- 
reaſonable, not to acknowledge him for his Father. 
But | 


Secondly, The Holy Lives of Chriſtians ſeem to 
me to be an infallible demonſtration of the Dzvi- 
ity of the Chriſtian Religion : it appearing, utterly 
impoſſible, that any thing leſs than infinite Wiſ- 
dom and infinite Power joyn'd together, ſhould be 
able to raiſe mens Lives to- that perfetion, which 
the Chriſtian Religion viſibly doth ; and conſe- 
quently that muſt be infinite wiſdom, and infinite 
power. - 


In vain, alas ! had the wiſe men of this world, 
for about four thouſand years, exercis'd their wits, 
in ſearching out ſach perfe& Rules of living, as 
thine ſo -illuſtriouſly in the lives of true Chriſti- 
ans. 
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' ans. And is it. then imaginable that there ſhould 


Come one man at laſt, wiſer than _ all the world be- 
fore him, who ſhpuld be able of himſelf to atchieve 
this mighty work;> No certainly, the work was 
more than humane, and not to be accompliſh'd 
but by the infinite and wwltifarionus wiſdom, which 
ſo richly dwelt in our Jeſus, who has been in 
thele laſt days the Author of it. Nothing leſs 
than that Scripture, which has been giver us by in- 
ſpiration of God, could have been ſufficient for Do- 
Frine, for Reproof, for CorreFion, for Inflruion in 


Righteouſneſs, that the man of God might be, as we © 
now ſee him, perfe# and throughly furmſh'd unto all 


good works. 


And, as our wiſdom to find out, ſo our power 
to execute, the means of arriving at this &i- 
on was much too ſhort. For, ſuppoſing that, of 
our ſelves, - we -could have diſcoverd thofe excel- 


lent Rules of life which Chriſtians now walk by: - 
yet conſidering how very diſagreeable they are to 
fleſh and blood, and how conſtantly ant how vio- - 


lently they thwart our deareſt affeftions and in- 


clinations, and how many and how potent ene- : 


mies we muſt have fought our way throngh to 
the obſervance of them, we cannot but acknowledge 
it impoſſible tor us ever to have kept thenr; For it is 
not in the power of man, conſider'd in himſelf, to 
be. continually fighting againſt , and bearing down, 
himſelf: it 1s not m the power of meer unafliſt- 
ed man to-reſtle with, and get the victory over, 


principalities and powers. - But what the natural power © 
bY of -* 


"= 
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ot man could not do, that the ſupernatural grace | 


of God has cffectually done :- and by this we, who 
of ourſelves are w2ak, and unavle to do any good thing, 
are made ſtrong in the Lord, enabled. to do all things, 
and to. 20 01 1:0 all perfeF1on. | 


This then I look upon as a ſtanding Miracle to 


prove"the Dizinity of the Chriſtian Religion ; name- 
ly, the vaſt change it has made from the carnal to 
the ſpiritual man, viſible in the lives of all good 
Chriſtians, and uncapable of being effeted by 
any thing leſs than. the Divine Power and Wiſ- 
dom. 


And thus you fee plainly how the lives of good 
Chriſtians do..conduce very much towards the con- 
verſion of Onbelievers to the Chriſtian Religion by 
inclining them to look into it, gaining opportuni- 
ties of inſtrufting them in it, repreſenting it ami- 
able and lovely to them, and by preparing them 
for, and offcring to them, not only probable, but 
even demonſtrative evidence of the Divinity of it- 
I proceed to ſhow 


Secondly, That they conduce every whit as 
much towards the converſion of Wicked Believers 
to a. true and ſtedfaſt practice of.-the- Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, For, 


Firſt, The holy aud exemplary Ives of good. Chri- 
ſtians will be a continual Reproach and Reproof to 


the bad ones ; by ſhewing, in themſelves as in a 
. Glaſs, 
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Glaſs, how inſincere and hypocritical they 
are, how unlike in- word and deed, in reality and 
profeſſion , how mconſiſtent with themſelves, and 
how. nnworthy of that ' holy name, by which they 
are calld. All this muſt evidently appear, from 
viewing the lives of good Chriſtians, between which 
and thoſe of -bad;, ones. there will be ſeen, at firſt 
ſight, ſuch a monſtrous : diſparity, as will render 
wicked Chriſtians odious *and contemprible,'. in the 
ſighri' of all men, even of fuch'- as'are not Chriſti-' 
ans themſelves ( for all' men ' naturally love fince- 
rity, and a correſpondence between mens actions 
and profeſſions) and moreover make them, if they 
are not quite harden'd, aſhanrd- of themſelves, and 
reſolve, either to ſhake off their. Chriſta 'Profeſſron, 
or their 'Unchriſtiar Converſation. The Righteoms , 
ſay 'the wicked, in 'the wiſdom of  Solomor, c. 2. 
V. 12, &C. #s not for owr turn, and he 3s clean con- 
trary- to ' our  tloings'; © he nybraideth ws with our of- 
fending the' Law; and objeFeth "to onr , Frome the 
tranſgreſſing' of our elucation.”- He ' was made to re- 
prove onr thoughts. He is grievous unto ws even to 
behold, for © his life js not like other mens, his ways 
are” of \'andther' faſhion. * We - are efteemd of him as 
conterfeits, ' he abſtaineth” fron our ways as from fil- 


Befides, the reproof' of a good life has this pe: 
culiar advantage of--all other forts: of reproof, that 
it--is not capable'of © being, miſconſtrned,”and fo neg- 
k&ed-'upon pretence' of bt ETD, | From pare 
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ſonal malice, particular piques, and private intereſts aud 
deſigns, as they are. A good life 1s a reproof at 1 

and therefore no man can ſay, 1 am the perſon deſian'd 
by it ; it .is the neceſſary means of our Salvation, 
and therefore no: man can be fo fooliſh as to ina- 
gine, that it proceeds from any particular ſpite, or 
ill will to him. The reproof of it is the moſt lively 
and powerful, becauſe the moſt ſenſible that can 
be ; and yet at the ſame time moſt inoffeniive- 
and like todo good , becauſe it points at no par- 


cular perſons, nor can be aſcribed to any ill de» 
igns. 


Secondly,T he Holy and exemplary lives of good Chri- 
flians, will be a continual Leflon of 1 jon to 
the wicked, and, having ſhew'd them: that they. 
walk wrong, dire&t them how to walk right ; 
by ſetting before them, in hvely colours, the exact 

urtraiet of . a true \ Chriſtian, 1lenſibly tracking out 
tor them the path they are to walk. in, and go- 
ing ville before them, and, by fo doing, as-it 
were leading them on by. the hand, in it. We 
have ſuch a F; og mixture of ſenſe. with. our. rea- 
ſon, and beſ1 es.are a. naturally prone to aHnatate, 


—_— 


thoſe of our own kind 5 that there cannot a graat- 


er bleſling befall us, than to be ſurrounded with: 
good- examples ; which may ſerve for a feaſible 
Comment upon the laws of Reaſon and Religion, 
the better to -inform.our. minds in them; . and like- 
wiſe to provoke us rightly to. apply this natural 
Wclination we have to imitate one another. 

; | Laſt- 
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Laſtly, The Holy and exemplary lives of good 
(__ will be a continual encouragement to the 
wicked, to forlake their fins, and return to their 
Duty z by becoming to them a plain demonſtrati- 
on, not only of the poſſibility of pradiling their 
Duty, but alſo of that moſt defirable eaſe, plea- 
; ſure and fatisfation, that moſt delightfut hope, and 
joyful expeQation, which conſtantly attend upon the 
praQtice of it, | 


And what can an erring Chriſtian poſſtbly need or 
deſire more, in order to his. amendment, than to be 
made ſen{ble of his errours, and at once inftruct- 
ed and encouragd to forfake them ? _ This will 
be ſufficient for his Reformation, if he be wil- 
ling to be reformd, and if he be not, nothing 
will. 


Upon the whole then, canfidering the vaſt in- . 
fluence that the holy Lzves of Chriſtians have, to- 
wards the propagation, not only of the true: faith, 
but alſo true pradtice of the Chriſtign Religion, 1 
_— I may very juſtly make theſe following in- 
ETEnCces. E::1 


Firſt, That a Chriſtian not only may, but ſome - 
times in Duty muſt, ſo do his goad works, that 
they may be Jaez of wer, Or with:a defign to have 
them ſeen of men : and far this plain reaſon , 
becauſe it is vaſtly for the honegr of Gad and _ 

a S 
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good. of mankind that it ſhould ' be fo- Tis true 
indeed, our bleſſed Lord; who to the laſt degree 
abhorr'd. all ſelt-conceit and vain-glory, has com- 
manded us: not to- do- our alms,” and by parity of 
reaſon other good works, before mer, to be ſeen of them? 
that is to be ſeen of them, tor-that end, for which 
the Phariſees (to whom our Lord plarnly alludes here) 
deſired their good works might be ſeen, namely, 
purely that they might get #he praiſe. and glory of 
men, and therewith feed and inflame their varity and 
Oſftentation. But, as for thoſe who have no other end 
in letting their good works be ſeen, than the Glory of 
God and the good of -their Brethren 5 they are 
ſo far from being concern'd in this prohibitiorr, 
that they have expreſs: warrants for what they 
do, not only from- the reaſon of. the thing: it 
ſelf, but likewife from many Texts of. Scripture, 
which command them to ſet their candle on a can- 
dleſtick, to let their light ſhine before men, to 
be like a Gity'ow ar hill-, which- cannot be. hid, 
@c | \. 34s | 


And this I take to be, not only a plain Juſtifi- 
cation, but a very high commendation of our pre- 
ſent meeting ; that, at a time when many have 
deny'd the Lord who bought them, and the love of 
almoſt all i waxen cold, we are bold to make 
a publick ſhow of our Faith- and Charity ; and 
both by word and deed openly to prove our ſelves 
the true Diſciples of the Bleſſed” Jeſus ; that 
we. may., by our example, happily encourage 

: others .. 
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others to: become "ſo: and by. 'this means. 
effe@ually propagate that © terae Chriſtian Haith, 
which worketh by .fove, anl is ſhown by its 
works. on OS [ | + 


Secondly , Hence \I infer that, all the A4:beifre, 
Deiſm, Prophaneneſs and-Immorality , that is now 
fo rife among{t us, cometh very much trom, and 
is very much encouraged by , the ill lives of us 
who profeſs the faith of Chriſt ; or, at leaſt, 
from want of that exemplary Holineſs, which 1s 
ſo ſtrictly requir'd of all Chriſtians. It being ab- 
folutely impoſlible, as well from the - nature of 
the thing 1tfelf, as from the juſtice and goodnefs 
of Divine Providence , ' that /:our © Saviaur's, King- 
dom ſhould not: daily be -enlarged, if. we were 
but duly ' careful; by the ' goodneſs of; our: lives, 
.to invite into it fuch as ſhoxld: be ſaved; + and, on 
the contrary, as impoſſible that ; the Devils King= 
dom- ſhould flourith as it doth, if we did not, by 
the badneſs- of "oat lives, plead . for it, . ſet- it- up, 
and help to ſupport- it. To remove. therefore this 
grievous ſcandal, together with all the fatal conſe- 
quences,of it,. I infer, FE 
"Thirdly, that we ought | all--immediately to- ſet 
about reforming-'' the ' World, - by ' reforming our 


own lives ,-- and ſo making them -fit ; means and Ine - 
ftruments of reforming others. 


And . 


wt. 
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And methinks the pleaſure of txrmzvg Souls to 
Righteouſneſs is ſo truely great , the work in 
it ſelf ſo noble, ſo much for the honour of 
God and our Saviour , and the promiſes annex- 
ed to it ſo glorious; and this way of doing this 
work is ſo eafie, lyeth fo level even to the mean- 
eſt capacities, and is withal ſo inoffenfive , and 
yet ſo very likely to prove effectual , that theſe 
alone, abſtracted. from all other conſiderations , 
- ought to be a powerful invitation and encourage- 
ment to us to lead holy and exemplary lives. 


| Befides, as. we ſhall receive extraordinary rewards | 


in another world, upon account of the good we 
have done -ather men by our examples, ſo ſhall we 
likewiſe undergo extraordinary puniſhments, upon 
account of the itl we have done by them ; the ſins 


of other men being juſtly chargeable upon us ſo. 


far , as onr examples have been the occaſion of 
them. It is therefore of the higheſt moment and 
importance to us, to abſtain from every appearance 

things honeſt in the fight of «ll 


of evil, wt cs 
wer, and in all things #0 ſhew our ſelves patterns of 


good works. | 


_. But this is more eſpecially incumbent upon us, 
who have -had the advantages of a Religious and 
learned 'educatron, and,” from -our very infancy , 
have been inſtructed in the knowledge, and cxer- 
cisd in the praftice, of the Chriſtian Religion : 


and, by this means are better qualify'd for be- 
| coming 
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God, oo doing good in their generation ; and im» 


coming burning and fhining lights, in the midſt of 
this perverſe and crooked generation. If we, who 
have thus received hoy uſeful Talents at God's 
hand, + are not careful duly to improve - them to 
his Glory and the good of Mankind ( the ends 
they were given for ) we know our doom, and 
cannot bunt, own the juſtice of it, to be beater: with 


many ſtripes. | 

Fourthly, Henee it ppearegthnt we onght fre- 
quently to contemplate the - Examples ' of good. 
men, out of which there are ſo many and: {o 


' great advantages to be drawn. . We ſhould learn 


in them to tee our own faults.,, and to mend. 
them ; to behold' the: Divine ' beauties: and | F- 


fetions, and tranſcribe them-z. to ſtudy in 


his Creatures; his Laws in their Lives, and the 
diret way- to' Heaven in ' the "foBi-ſeps of \them, 
who. take  exa&t' care to tread right - towards it.. 
In one word, we ſhould, as: the Author of the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews exhorts ns, often conſeder 
one another , to. provoke unto. lowe and. to. good. 


Works: 


. And . this: is one + excellent - we = _ 
of our © preſent meeting: 0 | round a us, 
and fee what brave and -generous Souls there are 
amongſt vs, who have been - famous for ſerving: 


mediately 'to'take fire at their examples,. and-_ be-- 
come. 


_ 


— 
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come. all Holy zeal and emulation : and, from this 
- inſtant, to exert our utmoſt ſtrength, for the over- _ 
raking, if poſſible, at leaſt for the coming up to, and. 
keeping equal pace with, theſe Heroick .Saints, who. 
have now ſo far out-gone us in the paths of vir- 
tue. There has been a time, when we have ea- - 
cerly- ſtriven to rival: one, another, in matters of 
much leſs moment and concern ; O let us. not. 
flag here, where. all that wecan deſire, and more 
than we can conceive, - even eternal life ..and hap- 
pineſs is , it (elf, at ſtake. Fn 


Laſtly, I have -but- one thing more.to add, and. 
that is this : | that, - altho- in ,the beginning of this 
Diſcourſe I told you, that by good. works, here, we 
are not to underſtand -only works of Charity, yet. we 
are certainly principally to underſtand thoſe; and 
that for this plain reaſon ,. becauſe the Goſpel al- 
"ways placeth works . of Charity at, the head of our 
good works , theſe being ithoſe, good works which, 
God cexpreſsly prefers to ſacrifices and | burnt offer- 
ings, and which bur Saviour every. where. decla- 
reth his value of above all others, and -will. at 
the great day of Judgment lay the moſt particular 
ſtreſs upon. | 

Let us then be peculiarly - careful to. excel, in theſe 
good works, ſo acceptable to God , ſo dear to 
Chriſt.More eſpecially. now : when we are met together 
with a publick profeſſion of doing . good : "when, 
we are 'going-to pay a debt;, of Gratitude : ſhall I 

TIE 
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fay, or rather of ſtrict Juſtice, to that Schvo/, to 
whoſe tender care of us moſt of 'us owe many of 
the Temporal iciungy. FRG we enjoy, and all 
of us, in, great meaſure, our hopes of thoſe that 
are eternal: And, laſtly, when we have the no» 
bleſt inſtance and © opportunity of doing good of- 
fered to us, that 'can be; the providing both 
for the ſouls and bodies of thoſe who are un- 
able to help themſelves ; thoſe, who are not on- 
ly of the houſhold of faith, but, as it were, of our 
own houſhold too, and that too in ſuch a way; 
- as ſhall make our Charity extend itſelf 'to the 
- Souls of many who are yet unborn, by train- 
ing up young men for the Miniſtry, and more 
immediate attendance upon mens Souls. Let us I 
(ay, having theſe opportunities, theſe encourage- 
ments, theſe obligations, . be glad. to _ diſtribute and 
willing to communicate, Let us give as freely, as we 
have receivd, and as cheerfully, as if we were 
yet receiving z Let us ſow plentifully that we 
may reap ſo, and make uſe of this opportunity of 
doing good, as thoſe that are not often like to meet 
with ſach ternpting ones again. -. þ re 


To conclude alt z If we really defire' to ſhow ' 
our love and reſpect for - our Schoo! , as we | 
tend:, and to give it 4a- Character and Repurati- 
on :in-the;:world; ' let our 'g004 works become Ad- 
vocates' for it. Let” the'':true - Chriſtian principles 
which we learnt” thetei,, ſhine” forth im all our 
ji D actions, 


DE — 
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ations, and they will give it a ſufficient Luftre, 

£] Let us prove by the largeneſs of our Charity , 
both our good will towards it, and our ſenfc 
of 'the many advantages, which we have receiv'd 
from it; and, 'by that and all other virtyes , make 
it plainly appear to the world, that it is indeed, 
what it pretends to be, and what will be its ever- 
laſting Glory, a true Seminary for Virtue, a faithful 
Nuſery for Heaven. 
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